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HE success of "Morton of the
Movies" as a novel and as a

play has been accepted in variousquarters as a deliberate rebuke

op-flie sileot drama by the literate

public. People are so sick of the
movies, we hear, that any one who
seeks to satirize them and teach them
their place is enthusiastically hailed
as a deliverer.
One more or less dramatic critic In

reviewing "Morton" said that he hoped
It would be strong enough to force tlic
movies to shut up shop.
This is a silly notion. One might as

well say that the theater snould go out
of business because it is effectively
kidded in "Six Characters in Search
of an Author."
As a matter of fact, neither Harry

Leon Wilson, who -wrote "Merton of
the Movies," nor Kaufman and Connelly,who dramatized it, were aiming
so much at the movies as at Merton.
lie Is really the arch-criminal in the
ease, for he is the person who is responsiblefor the quality of the films.
As H. 1j. Mencken has observed, "The
kind of jackass who likes tho movies
as they are is tho man who keeps
them what they arc."
Merton GUI anil all his brethren are

well satisfied with the movies In their
present state, as Messrs. Wilson,
Kaufman and Connelly have been
careful to point out.

Merton Gill is actually an allegoricalfigure. Jo represents and speaks
for that vast clement in our fair land
which swears ott further mental developmenton Its fourteenth birthday.
The sympathy which is generally expendedon hiin is strengthened by the
knowledge that ho is typical, lie is

. the public.
The movies aro not to blame for

Merton Gill: he is to blame for the
movies. It is ho who pays the salary
of Beulah Baxter, tho wonder woman
of the screen; it is he who subscribes
t<» all the fan magazines and believes
their stories about home life in Hollywood;it is he who sends his savings
to correspondence schools in acting
and scenario writing, and it Is he who
resolutely rejects all attempts V»y the
more enlightened members of the
movie gentry to venture into the |
realms of intelligehco.

*

It Is true, of Course, that tho silent
drama lias served to organize tho Mer-
ton Gills and to give them a singlenessof purpose which they never had
before. Ten years ago their humble
interests were distributed over a wide
variety of subjects. Now they are
concentrated on one focal point.
Wo doubt, however, that they are

any the worse fur it. Certainly their
imaginations aro stirred more by a

Griffith picture than by a perusal of a

Bears-Roebuck catalogue. Their
thetlc senses receive more encouragementfrom a two reel scenic than from
an attempt to learn to play tho autoharpin ten lessons. They derive more
intellectual stimulation from a film
like "Tol'ablo David" than from the
li st no\cl that Bertha M. Clay ever
w rote.

* ' *

Wo have no intention of setting our-
elves up as a target for hoarse laugh-
tor by stating that the movies are

actually uplifting the Morton Gills and
Tcssie Koarnses or pointJng the way
t'« better and ttner things; but we do
maintain, and stoutly, that the movies
have brought into the lives of such
people an appreciation for drama,
romance and beauty which they never

possessed before.
And if the movies should shut up
hop to-morrow, and If every camera

and every inch of perforited celluloid
should vanish front this earth, Merton
Gill and all h:a little playmates would
till be btupid.still be inexpressibly

pathetic.

All this should not be Interpreted as

r.n adverse, criticism of "Morton of
the Movies".book or play. In both
fornts it Is one of the sagest, saddest,
funniest roninvntifricH on life that wc

have ever read or seen.
No true devotee of the cinematographicart can afford to Ignore

"Merton of the Movies.'' It makes ua

stop nnd think.if such a thing is
poesibtb.

'

A press dispatch froni Portland, M".
tells us of Mrs. lilanche Doyle, a residentof that city and the possessor of
many grandchildren, who has never
l>een to the movies. Hhe lias no

knowledge of who the Hollywood stars
are or where Hollywood is. and has no

desire -to learn. Indeed when asked
whether she liked Charley Chaplin she
naively inquired whether ho was a

boy In the fort near by.
We sincerely trust that Will H.

Hays will do something about this
Without further delay.

We have a letter from a gentleman
In Alaska who protests against th<
theory, advanced In so many movie
melodrama*. that the Cans llan North-
nest Mounted Police alwajs "get their
man."
He explains that they have been

after him for nine years, with negii-1
Bible success.

\ ' * '

\ We have always b*cn suspicious of
V ho-o vt,,r:cu ulvmf 1 #. lltilH ulolis I i

^ flclcncy of the Canadian copa. But
then.perhaps this cynical attitude Is
Influenced by the fact that we have
spent so (treat a part of our life in

New York city.

Looking ahe.- d we observe the fol-
lowing productions in the offlng. and
not ay far off at that:

'Shadows,'' an adaptation of Wilbur
Daniel Steele's story "Ohing, Chlng
Chinaman." Directed by Tom For-
man and played by u cast which in
eludes Lon Chi.ney, Marguerite Dp La
Motte, lftrrison Ford anil Walter
Long. The advance reports on this
picture are generally enthusiastic.
"The Beanlifui anri Damned,'* from

K. Kcott Fitzgerald's novel of deca*
fctitw in the great city. Marie Frevosl
Is tlie featured flapper.
"One Week of Dove," a pretentious

melodrama with "mighty flood scenes,
an airplane crash, a railroad wreck,
drama, pathos, romance, luxury.and
box oflko value unparalleled.'' (We;
quote tho trade paper advertisement.) I
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At any rate, Elaine Haminersteln an

Conway Tcarlo are In it.
"Brawn of the North," anothe

\ chicle for Strongheart, the magnifl
cent dog star which appeared In "Th
Silent Call."
"Day Dreams," a Buster Keato:

comedy.
"Enter Madame," Clara Klmba

Young's Interpretation of the rol
which Gilda Varesi wrote and playe
with such considerable success.
"The Headless Horsemen," a cellti

'old version of "The Legend of Sleep:
Hollow," with Will Rogers as Ichabo
Crane.
"Pawned," a tale of tho South Sea

by Frank L. Packard. Directed b;
Irvin V. Willat, and with Tom Moor
and Edith Roberts in the cast.

"Dr. Jack," Harold Lloyd's secom
five reel venture. It is said to b
somewhat on the order of "Grandma'
Boy," which means that it is a corned:
with an underlying tliemo (if yo
know what that is).
"My Friend the Devil," anothe

"Sensational Super Special" from th
Fox studio.
"Tho Hottentot," the horsey fare

which William Collier played in Net
York two seasons ago. His old par
has been entrusted to Douglas Mac
Lean.
Some of these photoplays look prom

ising from where wc sit, and othersbutwe shall see.
a

Statistics show that tho average mo
tion picture theater In this countr
seats 507 peoplellowoften? [

An examination was recently held 1:
Albany for those who desire position
on the New York State Censorshl
Commission. There wero twenty-elgh
applicants, nearly all of whom wer

young women.
We don't know whether the youn

ladies will be efficient censors.but
certainly looks soft for Rodolph Valen
tlno- \

Frank Woods, formerly supervisin
director at the Famous Players-Hank
studio, has arrived in New Y'ork t
complete arrangements for his ne'
producing company, to be called AUlc
A.utliors, Inc.
Before leaving Hollywood Mr. Wood

was presented with a twelve piec
smoking set by admirers.

The news that Erich von Strohelr
has enlisted with Goldwyn is anothe
evidence of the change in policy wliic
that company has undergone.
Some three years ago Goldwyn or

ganized tho Eminent Authors, an

pledged itself to a program of bettc
stories. The writers themselves wer
to be oil the spot when their ow
works wepe lilmcd to sco that thel
brain children received respectfi
treatment. This did not work out ver
well. In fact, only one of the eminer
authors has been able to stand th
test In Culver City.that cxeeptio
being the conscientious Major Itupci
Hughes.
Of late, Goldwyn has been gotn

after directors. Such names as Mar
shall Nellan, Maurice Tourneur an

Hugo Ballin havf been added to Ihel
list; and, in our opinion, tho seloctio
of such men is a wiso one.
Yon Strohcim, the latest acqulsltior

a in nanij uuu m 11 hi men i

the business. Given intelligent ce
operation, he should turn out films e
the history making variety.

Will Nigh, who is generally con
ceded to be a man of eonsiderabl
wisdom in gauging the popular tast<
states that the day of box oftico title
is over, lie has come to the conclusio:
that fans who are lured into theater
by catch-penny titles on the clectri
signs generally leave with an air o
dissatisfaction, and are wary abou
coming back.

Personally, we have never seen s

many terrible movie titles as tlioS
which arc going the rounds now
There are "Only a Shopgirl," "Th
Lure of Broadway," "More to B
Pitied Than Scorned," "The Darlin
of the Rich." "Deserted at the Altar,
"Thorns and Ouongo Blossoms," "Th
Woman Gives," "The Curse of Drink.
"How Women Love." not to mentio
Mr. Nigh's own masterpiece, "Rags t
Riches."
There is certainly room for improve

rnent,'

An entertainment will be given nes

Sunday evening by the concert part
of the steamship Aquitauia, at whlc
they will present a short picture en
titled "Vagaries of the Sea." It w«
made recently during a terrific storr
that the ship encountered on one r

her transatlantic trips, and If it show
the expressions on the faces of any r
he passengers, it ought to be interest
tng.

An imposing announcement from th
ottl -s or First National tells \is ths
"Oliver Twist" has been "flctloniaed,
and that the serial rights to this mas

torpiece, bused on Jackie Coogan
screen classic, are now available t
newspapers throughout the country.
Why doesn't some enterprisln

ni'ivle company go ahead and drams
tlM "Hamlet"?

The filin tu»sed on Einstein's Theor
of FlelHtlvlty will ho shown at til
Kla'to In lh« near future.
We wonder what the censors wl

sav wli n they see the relation* of tli
itrest forces which control this eartl
IVobahly they will demand an Instp
to explain that time and space ai

legally married.

SOFT FOR tXtNAL ACTORS.
In the new Keith theaters the nnlmi

rooms are now a feature de luxe, wil
lathing pool. Ice boxes for food ar
thermostats to regulat" temperature.
Is said that when the "Comedy Canine*
"The Wise Crscklnw Cockatoos" an
the "Sophisticated Simians" arrive at
theater not so e<i"lppod they registt
ntuxer st*l dissatisfaction ao loud thi
it Is heard at head'juurters In the Palai
Theater Building.

TIIK SI IIWA Y C IRC! IT.

MAJESTIC TMIIATFR.HHOOKt.YI
Frank Tl-u.rv In Onffy Otll."
MONTAC'K TIIKATF.R-."The Boot

lessors."
TWEETS BHCRERT THEATF.R"TlieMonster." with Kmmett Corrlgsr
SHT'PFRT-IUVIFRA THEATER

MANHATTAN.Otla Skinner In "Mlste
Antonio."

_
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TJLE Kaufman-Connelly adaptation,
".Merton qf the Movies*," It Is very

n wise to point out, since the coni).edy has opened at the Cort, has had

if several very unusual parallels In real

life, of which the author, Harry Loon
Wilson, knew absolutely nothing, since

i- they developed since he wrote the story,
c Of these perhaps the most striking was

, the case of Count Edward Zlchy.
' The Count, together with the CountessZlchy, who was Charlotte Demo11rert before she eloped with the Count,
9 some time ago became ambitious to enctc-r motion pictures as a career. The
f young couple were handsome, so there
it was no reason why they shouldn't aspire

to It. They went to Goldwryn Pictures
Corporation end had their screen tests

° made. The Count looked forward to
9 playing straight parfs or, at most, polite
r comedies.
e Wheri the lest film was developed it
e was discovered that the Count would
? make a grand success as a comedian of
., the uproarious type. The little comedy

hits which he had been asked to do had
* been performed by him with tho greatestease, but without any attempt to
n make them particularly amusing. Yet
o w-lien projected they were said to be a

scream. It was thought that, without
tm having readied it. Vie had the makings

of another Charlie Chaplin. But as

Uoldwyn wasn't in the business of turningout such comedies, and tho Count
f mightn't have cared to play them anyy.

.

: | Some Theatri
g V... ..

>f The next incumbent at the Nora
> Ftayes Theater will probably bo "Hayseed."the Davldow and Lc Maire production,with Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy
* Barry, Emma Halg and OUn Howland,
d which will probably begin using tho

house elevator In two weeks.

8 Tlurvv T{/»rp«fi,r<l nl.ivs. "The Old
° Soak" with rare llfellkeness, but ho is

hardly the man to be In the character
* off tho stage. And yet.and >-et
l* The other day he van obaerved leavingthe Plymouth Theater and getting

into a laxlcth with a suitcase, while
y his overcoat pocket held a bottle, curo"fully wrapped in paper.

Ifl Another lusty road traveler, like
k "Hen Hur,'* has been buried by the
Pi had conditions on tour this season. It

-e Is "The Ulrd of Paradise," that phoenix
of the provinces which rises from
Its ashes each year. For the first time
since it w£.s presented orlgnally by
lUehard Walton Tully It Is not doing

I, its duty by the public this season. A
,,1 company started out hopefully, but
It presently withered, and the play has

been placed fo'r safekeeping with vari**ous stock companies.
" It was produced In London about

lt four months ago by Tully, with Wll
olette Kershaw in the leading role,

after h.'.ving flown out of "Decameron
Nights." The play has since been
shut off by the producer over there.

V Miss Kershaw, by the by, has avowed
she will never return to America to

" act. and when last heard from was

making her way bravely toward Paris.

^ Almost every manager In town Is
r reported to have made ofTorfs to buy

ths skits offered by the Forty-niners,'
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j
how. he parted company with liis film
ambitions".

Another singularly serious minded
aspirant with llokum Center written all
over him managed to break his way
into the presence of a famous film star
now In the East. Ho backed Use actor
Into a corner of the hotel lobby, prob-
ably doing it by the power of hts gimlet
eye. Then the young man proceeded to
unfold to him how he had been studying
to be a film actor back In his home town
in Ohio, and how lie had faced the Ire
of his family to do so. Why, he had
even broken away from home and all
the rest of It to come to New York and
put himself at the service of some good
director.
He seemed to feel that the film world

owed It to itself to lake him on. The
aetor hated to spoil so perfect a work of
art. So ho said to Ute fledging, Charles
Ray:

"I haven't anything I could offer you
now, or I'd be only too glad to. But tell
you what.some of my friends In the
film business will be In here soon, and
you Just speak to them and tell them all
about yourself. There isn't a question
that you'll get several offers."
And then In came tho friends.and

they turned out to b call members of the
Sixty Club, gathering for a party. The
youth was so confident that the screen
was calling him that he tackled each
one of the 200 In turn. But not one of
them gave him a Job. in spite of the
good laugh he handed them.

ical Sidelights I
. 'i!

practically exery sketch having been
sought. So George C. Tyler, George
S. Kaufman, Marc Connelly et al. may
be considered to have achieved somethingdistinctive, if not a run. The
managers evidently believed that tho
playlets were of good quality, if somewhatspasmodically stage.!.

One of George Ade's sketches, by
the way, has been sandwiched unobtrusivelyinto the "Greenwich Village
Follies" during the past week, with
no more fuss made over it than if Ade
didn't c«me from Indiana and wasn't
famous. It marks the first time that
any of Ade's literary output has
lurked on Broadway In several years.

Hugh Huntley, It is reported, will
be the man to replace I^owell Sherman
in "The Fool" when Sherman Is
switched to "The Masked Woman,"
and doubtless Huntley is now busy
studying all the cases of locomotor
ataxia available.

The fluctuation of actors from
screen to stage, and vice versa, continuesbriskly. During the past week
Frank Keenan bounced back to tho
footlights out in Ran Francisco In
"Peter Weston," tailor made for him
by Frank Dazey. In company with
the manager, Thomas Wilkes, he
promises not to keep New York waltiing for it long.

Bryant Washburn has Just stepped
out In vaudeville at Ix>s Angeles with
Mrs. Washburn in a. sketch called
"Just as Advertised," but later decided
to revert to the screen and postimno
his tour In the playlet till after Christmas,as not advertised. He will play
Frita von Tarlonheim In the Selznlck
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Pictures of the Week

ASTOR."Tlio Town That Forgot
Cod," directed by Harry Millardo.

C'AMEO."What Fools Men Are,"
adapted from Eugene Walter's J
play, "The Flapper." Directed I
by George Tcrwilliger. j

CAPITOL."Hungry Hearts,"
based on stories by Anna Yerlereka;directed by E. Mason Hopper.

CRITERION."When Knighthood
Was in Flower," directed by
Robert Vignola, with Marlon _

Davlcs. .

LYRIC . Douglas Fairbanks in j"Robin Hood," directed by Allan |
Dwan. J "

RIALTO."Tlie Toll of the Sea." a
Technicolor picture.

RIYOLI."Singed Wings," adapt-
ed from Katherino Newlin Burt's ii
story. Directed by Penrhyn Stan-
laws, with Bebe Daniels and Con- IJ
rod N'agel in tho cast. .

STRAND."East la West," adaptedfront the play by Samuel Ship- _

man, with Constanco Talmadge.
\ J\
production of "Rupert of Hentzau,"
which will hook on for the present
rage for costumo plays In which the
actors try gallantly not to notice that
their sword is liable to trip their legs.
Leah Balrd, who lias gone through
the inovlo mill with Vltagraph and

Universal,will resume her heritage on
the stage soon.

Charles B. Cochran, London producer,has bought the English rights
lo "Rain," taking hardly a minute to
go after It when he discovered what a

dramatic oyster It way. However, he
Is still undecided whether to have Tx>n- J
don absorb It Immediately with TallulahBankhead In the leading role, or fi
to wait a while until Jeanne Eagels Is 1
ready to turn on the tears In London,
which she Is eager to doAs

this column Is carried to press a
the player who would succeed Frank ®

Bacon In the chief "Lightnln"' comranyhad not yet been chosen by the R
gods through their earthly representatlve,John Golden. After Bacon's .

withdrawal John O'Hara stepped into £
the title role In the Chicago company, _

which Is the first line company. But
It isn't likely that O'JIara, though an

MUSICAL INSTRUCTION.

Institute of Musical Art
129 Claremont Avenue, for. 122nd Street

1 RANiv LAMROSlH, irect >r
Conducted only tor etudonte of real mimicalability nnd serious purpose. Catalog.
PREPARATORY CENTERS In all parte of
Greater Now York In direct connection with
and under the eupervlalon of the Institute. .

Send for eeperate circular. |New
York College of Music I
1H-110 East Mth St.. and

American Conservatory of Music
141 Moat 72d St.

Carl ir»tn--t>lroctora.Auguat Fraemrka
?'» I," "'1Mb ^s»'i '1,1,1 r,ol''mark
nnd many otliT eminent Inalriirtora In all jtranche* of MUSIO troni beginning to artla

tinperfection.

rr DOr«»nkl teacher nf Nlngt.ig.t. rntssun studio Mfl Carn'tla Mali,
Mil I FP Ne« York.

Fhon- r|n-!» I,v.n. _

'

c
it V C L..I IW I.W RiirHdi1 Itrlie, at \\ i. i rOO' a,ti, hi. All brancliea of '

of Mni 1 Art *»»,c o* ,t" taught.
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PICTURES-STUDK
:oellent actor, -will head this com- the program of the Forty-niners, to

iny when It marches upon Boston "The Oreenwlch Village FolUee." and
;zt month. It will be Inaugurated at the Shubert

It will probably be Thomas Jeffer- Theater with much pomp and clrcumn,eon of the famous Joseph.and stance to-morrow,
ereby hangs one of the big surprises Will Morrleeey is taking into vaudethedramatic firmament.the dlscov- ville with him "The Dove Girl," the
y, one might say, of a new star. Jef- musical comedy travesty by F. P. A.,
rson was never ranked In the first as well as "The Dance of the Small
ght as on actor, but recently on tour Town Mayors," a phase of life as seen

trough the West he has seemed to by Marc Connelly,
me into his own In an Indian sum- 1

aw Hi/a Wat nf the* H^lnvprl Kflpnn. "nrtun*' oIaco/I q !
night after easily breaking the short

George S. Kaufman has sold his ad- run record for the season, having
«-tlalng skit, "Life in the Back opened the preceding Thursday in op-
iges," one of the brightest bits from oosltw.-u to .Tohn Rarrv'more's "Ham-
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) GOSSIP
let." It waa written by William EverettMoses, a lawyer of Nashville,
Tenn., who Is In his middle age but
was ^tlll optimistic about subduing
Broadway. He Induced two other
Southerners to form the Empire Play
Producing Company, and they wer.t
to it.
The closing fulfilled the prophecy of

one of the press agents who was Invitedto handle the publicity, and who,
after seeing a rehearsal didn't hesitateto talk himself out by saying the
play would fold up next Saturday.
It took the author, lie said, eight
years to write it, but It required only
four performances to undo It.
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What Makes '

a Hotel G
One thing.-the comfort
its guests receive. Your
suite at the Bristol is
spotless and perfectly
ventilated. The hot water
is always hot, plenty of
towels are ready. The
laundry is thereaswesaid
it would be; the phone
service is quick. There
are roomy closets and
restful chairs; The soft
bed with its box spring
and fine hair mattress
lulls you to sleep.
A FEW SUITES
are now available, two room# and
bath $1800 to $2200, three rooms
and bath $2500 and $2800.

Luncheon, 75c Dinner, $1.00
BusinessMen'sLuncheon, 50c
Alao a la carte service apeclaHrine
BluePlateLuncheonsandDinncrs

BristolT BLUOTT TOLSON.
129WEST48£tSTHEEX

Brvant 8400

| Hotel |
Embassy|

J. C. LAVlN, Prop.
.in the heart of New York's I)
residential section.yet only

c -r .c i

ij shopping, and theatrical centers. \

< .A restaurant cuisine, operated j
> by the hotel, both a la carte and s &

table d'Hote, unexcelled for >' a«
variety and excellence. ®
.Hotel service, quiet, efficient, <

personal.yet never intrusive. > $Hj
.Tariffsconsistentlyreasonable. s

BROADWAYat 70thSTJ 1

HOTEL ^
THERESA |

. ||7th Amw, 124th to 123th St. ^
Easily Accessible.

One block from "1" and Subway Station.Trolley and Rns Line at door. ®

A Distinctive Family and f?
Transient Hotel

All ontslde rooms. Moderate rates. ^
RESTAURANT

(At Top of Building)
1 ible d'Hote and a ! Carte Vteals

Tel. "MO Mornlngslde. 1
K. V. LKtBE. Muuager. Kjy

The Touraine
Ml EAST 39th STREEr
NEW YORK CITY

An apartment Hotel catering to patrons
*l.o desire exclusive surrounding*. Severaldesirable furnished apartments try
iJ t year or shorter period
htSTAURANT A LA CARTS
A. R. SMITH. Propi
Formerly of the St Regis.

The New Bevan
LARCHMONT MANOR. N. Y.

An exclusive American plan hotel, open
nil year. Now l>ooktng tor fell and win- . I
tor month*. Rooms, single and suites.
Special rales to bachelors. Only 35
minutes from CJrsnd Central Station.
Excellent theatre train service. Steamheatedsun porches overlooking I.ong
Island Sound. Music, dancing, tennis.

1. C. Silt Oil. Manager.

"HOTEL WALTON
104 Wost 70th St.

UNUEIl NEW MANAGEMENT.
SUITES OK

TWO, THREE AND FOUR ROOMS
WITH UATIIH.

Furnished and Unfurnished.
tteasonahle Rates

J People go where they obtain 1
most value for heir money. |
HOTEL ORLEANS

100 WEST 80TII ST.
i 1-2-3 ROOMS

| Delightfully lorated. Very Intltlifg ratee. I

BEUECUIREBroadway at 77th St.

Apartments j


